
Summer 2011 



Due to the warm weather, Monday Rainbow Toddlers 

have been able to really enjoy óourô garden lately. There is 

so much fun to be had there: enjoying the flowers, playing 
in the wendy house or in the sand pit, having a good run 

around and ï everybodyôs favourite ï playing with the 
water! 

Indoors, 

the toddlers 
enjoy the 

simple, 
natural toys 

while the 
grown-ups 

enjoy a 

chat and 
seasonal 

crafts. The 
things 

weôve been 

making this year include spring flower fairies, a Whitsun 
dove, snails and Alder cone bees. We have also finally 

started making our lovely play rug (an unfinished project 
that was donated to us). After summer, some of our 

toddlers will move on, so there will be a few spaces 

available. Please let Christina know asap if you are 
interested  on alanandstini@btinternet.com 

 
Friday Rainbow Toddlers continues as a drop in at the 

Friends Meeting House. We continue to make and share 
our popular ótoddler Breadô (very much appreciated by 

older siblings, too) and also enjoy free play, the seasonal 

stories, songs and rhymes of ring time as well as garden  

 

time at the end of the session. Please speak to Sarah if you 
ï or anybody you know - are interested in joining us.  

 
Tuesday outdoor Rainbow Buds recently was shortlisted for 

an Incredible Edibles Award ï a local food award, but 

unfortunately the competition was stiff and we did not win 
an award.  Watch this space for next year.  Sarah has just 

completed her practical Forest Schools training and is 
looking forward to using it in the winter months ahead!  

 
We return after the summer break on: Fri 9, Mon 11 & Tue 

12 Sept. 

 
Wishing you all a lovely summer break.  
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The plot is looking great and we want to keep it 
thriving through the holidays.  
Please get in touch with Becky Griffiths if you:  

Live locally and can pop in to do watering.  
Can strim the plot once in the next few weeks.  
Would like to go and weed and potter.  

Can come to a work day held on Sunday 31st July and 
Sunday 21st August. 9.30 - 12.30 or beyond (bring 
sandwiches). 
 
Please get in an email loop so we can all keep in touch 
and up to date with what needs doing. Becky Griffiths 
bramble_bee23@yahoo.co.uk 07833198853/ 36590. 

If anyone is interested in taking over producing 
the bulletin (currently 3 times a year using 
Publisher) please contact the school office. Scot 
and Louise will not be continuing with it next 
year and would like to pass all the images and 
templates on to anyone interested 



For me, the Traveller Project began last 

summer at Sidmouth Folk Festival, when I first 

heard Thomasô stunningly strange and beautiful 
singing. I did not have the school in mind at first, 

when I invited him up this way to take part at a 
session at the Milnethorpe ñHale and Heartyò 

folksong club. I got the idea for a school 

performance when he mentioned that he hoped 
to do some singing with his nephews. 

 
Our two class teachers were supportive of the 

project from the first, (Many thanks to you 
both!) with Su moved by the idea of Thomasô 

singing and Louise keen to do a project on 

Travellers with her class. 
 

There were two failed attempts at getting him 
here; the first being due to the sad loss of his 

mother and the second due to a burst pipe in the cold 

weather bringing the poor manôs ceiling down. He must 
have thought we were cursed! It ended up well for us, 

however, because I met Linda Robinson from the 
Lancashire Library Service on 

the Morning after the Fallen 

Ceiling. She was enthused by 
the possibilities and offered to 

create a project with us and 
put in a bid for some funding, 

primarily to offer Thomas a 
decent fee, but also to do 

some teaching, art work and 

nature study with the children. 
Linda Robinson has worked 

with Travellers for some time 
as part 

of the 

ñAccess to Librariesò service. 
 

Unfortunately the hoped for 
funding did not come through, but 

in the meantime Betsie Harveyôs 

grandparents had kindly offered to 
pay his fee in the event of such a 

failure and together with some 
other monies, enough was found 

to make it possible for the project 
and performance to go ahead. 

 

Class 4/5 produced some brilliant 
artwork with Linda and Bambi, 

decorating a multitude of different 
objects with Bargee style roses 

and castles and composed a 

delightful, welcoming song with 
Fredrikôs help, which began the 

performance for us on May 18th. 
Class1/2 ended the afternoon with 

singing, dancing and a poetry 

recital. 

 
All concerned were delighted and we had enjoyable and 

entrancing afternoon entertained by Thomasô songs and 
stories in the library. I think he won all our hearts that 

day! We did not, as hoped, attract children from other 
schools, but many more 

adults than expected turned 

up, including passing visitors 
to the library and this must 

have been good publicity for 
the school. 

 

Since that day the Bargee 
objects have popped up in 

unexpected places including 
a centrepiece for the AGM 

and the song has been 

performed again for our final 
assembly this half term. The 

project was completed with 
cards and messages of appreciation sent to Thomas and 

Linda. It is worth adding that Ryan, Thomasô 13 year old 
son who had to accompany Thomas on his visit here, was 

very moved by his experience with our school as it is so 

different from the tough inner city school he normally 
attends and Thomas was utterly surprised and delighted 

by the cards from the children. This has been a great 
experience for all concerned! 

Nicky Snell 



As we returned after our Easter break we continued 

to work with the wonderful book óThe King of Irelands 
Sonô.  Class 1 continued their work with words and 
letter sounds and they are beginning to recognise 
regular words we use each day.   
 
Class 2 have enjoyed recreating the story in their own 
words each day they choose their own sentences to 
describe the story heard the day before. The King of 
Irelands Son allows us to work with grammar and 
punctuation that is helping class 2 with their reading.  
The class have worked hard on their cursive 
handwriting all year and are producing some beautiful 
pieces of written work.  
 
Our following block was maths and in this block we 
continued working with our times tables.  The children 
can recite their 2, 3, 4, 5, 10 times tables and we have 
enjoyed working with the others.  ñWhy do we need to 
learn times tables?ò is a question asked a lot in class, it 
does feel very repetitive at times. So to help answer 
this question we made an apple crumble on our last 
day of the block.  I wrote a recipe for 4 on the 

blackboard and the children changed the amounts so 
that there would be enough for 12.  So times tables 
was very important to ensure we all had a share!   
 
We had the pleasure of Talia and Freddie for 3 days 
whilst class 5 were at the Olympiad at Canterbury 
School we enjoyed their company, I hope they enjoyed 
ours!  This block also saw us working with the concept 
of tens and units all the children grasped this so well I 
had to rewrite my lesson plans!  Class 2 challenged me 
to a HTU sum which they duly completed.  As always 
lots of games were played in our maths block and all 
four processes were comfortably engaged with. 
 
Our last block saw us returning to ñThe King of 
Irelands Sonò and we prepared our play.  As we were 
preparing our play the children and I each day scripted 
the play.  This engaged the children fully in the story 
and allowed us to work with speech marks and 
grammar further.  We have had so much fun preparing 
our play we hope you enjoy it as it is performed.   

Su 

Megan Bellaby Class 1 Eve Gallie Class 1 

Sieberen Granger Class 1 

Heidi Nutter Class 2 


